By GEORGE PERNET, M.D.
THE patient was a woman, aged 49, who had had a recurrent bullous eruption of the hands and feet for twenty-nine years. She was first seen by the exhibitor at the West London Hospital in June, 1913, who referred her to the dental surgeon for oral sepsis and bad teeth. She had been attending at the hospital previously, and she had been given mist. hyd. biniod., and had been treated locally. The exhibitor ordered liq. arsenicalis, 4 minims, ad. 1 oz. t.d., p.c. The patient steadily improved, the recurrences becoming milder and milder, and less frequent. On March 23, 1914, she attended again, stating she had had no bullw for three months. She kept well until February, 1915, when she had one or two small bullee on the right sole. On May 11, 1915, there was a recurrence on the left sole, but the hands had remained free from the trouble. There was no reason to look upon the case as having anything to do with syphilis, though that was apparently the impression before the patient came under the exhibitor's observation, and would account for the fact that mist. hydrarg. biniod. had been ordered before she was put on the mist. arsenicalis, which certainly had a controlling effect. Etiologically, the oral sepsis had, no doubt, a good deal to answer for.
Case of Pompholyx.
By DAVID WALSH, M.D. THE patient, a female, aged 48, unmarried, a seamstress, had suffered for seven or eight years on and off with a bullous eruption of the hands. The attacks usually began in spring. On one occasion she had a few bulle on her feet, and the patient said she had " water-blisters " on her ears some years before the hands were attacked. The blisters did not rupture spontaneously, but dried up. They appeared on the palms, backs of the hands and wrists, and on all parts of the fingers; the nails were not shed. Sometimes there was a good deal of irritation. While under observation during the present attack the left hand became septic and was much swollen. Recent bullke were found to be sterile when tested on ordinary laboratory media.
